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To the Members of the Ohio General Assembly

As you know, [Organization Name] is dedicated to [insert mission here].

Taking action to support our mission, we have joined the Healthy Choices for Healthy Children coalition, which is working to decrease and prevent childhood obesity in Ohio. With one in three Ohio-born children becoming overweight by the age of eight, we are facing an epidemic in Ohio, and [Organization Name] believes the time is now to take legislative action to combat this crisis.

We are urging you to support [Senate Bill 210/House Bill 373], the Healthy Choices for Healthy Children legislation. We believe this legislation can make Ohio a national leader in the fight against childhood obesity by comprehensively addressing this issue in the school setting, where kids spend the majority of their time.

The Healthy Choices for Healthy Children legislation raises the bar on nutrition standards to ensure children have access to nutritious foods in the school setting, builds physical activity into the daily school routine and emphasizes the importance of quality physical education to children learning healthy lifelong habits. The bill also requires that we measure and report progress through body mass index (BMI) screenings upon school entry and in third, fifth and ninth grades.

The research-based solutions contained in this bill will not only make Ohio children healthier, but will also help to curb the rising cost of health care in our state by decreasing chronic disease in the long-term.

On behalf of all our members, we urge you to support this important legislation. If you have questions about the legislation or would like to discuss it further, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you for your consideration.
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