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COLUMBUS — At the urging of school groups, the Ohio Senate has 
removed a provision from a childhood obesity bill that would require 
students to get at least 30 minutes of exercise per day while in school. 

Groups representing teachers and school boards told a Senate committee last 
week that it would be impossible to implement the measure without money 
to pay for it. Most schools will see state funding cuts or freezes next year. 

Jeff McCuen, treasurer of Worthington City Schools near Columbus, said 
the 30-minute requirement would cost the district $4 million and take time 
away from core classes. 

Other provisions in the bill would increase nutrition standards for a la carte 
food and beverages served in schools and require students to get body-mass-
index screenings. 


